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EXPANSION
'ANNOUNCED

2hAR
.- Wholesale Bulk Center

ﬂ Being Erected Here
Costing $12,000°

; Furtheb evidence of the rec-

’ognlzed importance ‘of Torrance

#n industrial and-distributing]

nd In a building

operation just started here by

General Petroleum . Corporation,

in the construction of a whole-

sale bulk plant, now in course
of erection. 8

The plant, representing an in-
vestment ‘of a'pproximately
$12,000, is rising on a portion
of . the s big Torrance refinery
property - of General, at the
southeast corner of Hawthorne
and Dominguez boulevards. Coh-
struction is under the supervi-
sion of H. H. Mosher, operating
department manager of Gener-
al Petroleum’s Southern Cali-
fornia division, - while - the con-
tracting is handled by Myers
Brothers,
——Planned-for-completion-about

Feb. 1, this establishment will
consist of warehouse for the
.storage  of large tuantities of
Mobiloli and Mobilgrease - and
the company’s industrial lubri-
cants; three large tanks to hold
a total of 52,000 gallons of Mo
bilgas and other gasolines mar-
keted by the company; a garage
for the delivery trucks and an,

@ for the use of Willlam
mpbell,**wholesale agent, 'iff]
ge of  the wholesaling of

Gcnerals products in this area.

‘Move Headquarters Here
{\Up to the present, Campbell,

Who has developed a large and
growing. b in
the supplying of Mobil products
to service stations, has:' main-
tained his headquarters at Re-
dondo Beach. But as soon as
the Torrance plant_is completed,
headguarters will 'be moved
here. From' this point, deliveries
will be made over a large area,
including the cities of ‘Torrarice;
Redondo, Hermosa, Hawthorne,
Inglewood and  contiguous ter-
ritory,

Decision  to loca(e the planc
at’ Torrance was made after a
careful survey, according to the
| statement -of Fred C.  Davies,
Southern California sales man-
ager for 'General Petroleum,
who says this spot was picked
as the most appropriate distrib-
uting center -of the district. In
this “area, most remarkable. bus-
iness gains have been achieved
during the past year.

LESSONS BEGIN .
More than a score of firemen
* and police officers attended the
first of a series of 12 Monday
night instruction classes in first
¢ ajd this week. The lessons are

{elng given byia qualified Red
Or

0ss  instructor in the city
council champgr. = .

Building Year
Off to Good'
Start Here

Erection of two oil derricks
and a $3,000 alteration job at

E COOPER BOUND

OVER ON CAR
THEFT COUNT:

the National Supply C
office the

Await:

1937 bullding program ln Tor-

| rance, dccording to records on
in City ' Engineer{-

file today
Frank = Leonard's = office.
total was $13,000.

The oll.derricks will be built
+-at—a—cost—of —$5,000¢ach.—Jim+|-
O'Donnell’ is building a bobtail
derrick 200 feet south of: Sepul-
veda and 200 feet west of Ocean
avenue and Roy B. and Helen
G. "Willis are 'building the sec-
ond one at 22640 Hawthornc
bouleyard.

$300 Found in
Overalls Sent
to Laundry

A cotton bag containing $300
in bills of large denomination—
representing months’ of savings
by a local resident ‘in ‘anticipa-
tion of a long dreamed-of east:
ern trip, went to the Torrance
Laundry ;with -a pair-of sofled
overalls last weck and emerged
intact.

The money was discovered. by
a laundry worker employed in
the ’ marking department and
promptly reported to Owner-
Manager. William Rojo. Before
the ownét learned-of his loss,
hewas notified that the mone
was awaiting him at the laun
dry office.

“And then he did not'call for
it until' his; Jaundry was: ready,”
Rojo sald, taking an evident
and justifiable pride in the
knowledge that his customer
placed complete trust in the
laundry. The bag of .bills was
pinned in a pocket of the over-
alls, - When the owner claimed
both his money and his laundry
he offered to .substantially re-
ward the worker-finder but the
honest" employe would-only- con-
sent to accept half of the gift;
Rojo said.

Rainfall Double
Last Season’s

This season's drencﬁ(n'g rain-
storms have more than d

The

Hearing  On Hit-Run
Charge But Denies
Money, Theft

Without his asking any ques-
tions of the three state's wit-
nesses or offering any defense, ]
Eugene Cooper, 41, whose onc|
wild hour, Dec. 29, included fail:
ure to pay-a $5 fine for drunk-
enness, alleged theft of a .car,
hit-and-run ‘driving and asserted
theft of $80 and a revolver, was

bound over to ‘superior court
for trial on the car theft charge
Monday afternoon.

Cooper. had been arrested by
Capt._ John H. Stroh late
Wednesday. afternoon: while he
was walking on Acacia street.
He was turned over to sheriff’s
officers after being booked on
the autg theft charge here and
his arraignment before City
Judge Robert Lessing set.

After the preliminary hearing

in Judge' Lessing’s court, Cooper

was taken to Gardena by deputy
sheriffs for arraignment on the
hit-and:run  charge - butthis - ex-
amination was postponed’ until
next Monday mcrning. He .ls
now in the county jail awaiting
trial which was set for Jan. 20.
Denles Theft of Money.

The defendant, -a large, florid |’

unmarried man:and former Co-
lumbia - Steel worker, was noz
represented by counsel hut ‘a

public defender will be appoint-{

ed for him at the time 'of his
superior - court trial or  tuials.
Testifying ag-;lnat sim ere
were C. W. Parks, foreman of |
Columbia®s warehouse, and
owner -of the car allegedly
stolen  by. ~Cooper. He . said
Cooper knew where he cached
the ignition key in the machine,
a 1929 Cadillac. ;
Second witness was R, E.
Schumert, ' 911 ° Beech street,
chief order clerk at the Colum:
bia plant. He esaid he saw
Cooper in the machine between
4 and 4:15 p. m, Nov. 29, and
learned it was gone about 4:55.
Capt. John H., Stroh was the
last ‘witness and he reppated a
conversation with the defendant
after. Cooper’s arrest in which:
the: prisoner admitted he took
(Continued on Page 5-A)

the rain total at this-date last
year, according to a report re:
ceived from the high school
where daily rain recordings are
being made. The total to date
is 7.24 inches as compared with
321 incheS at this time last
year.

The hlgh school weather bu-
reau reports that the storm cov-
ered the city with 144 inches of
rain from last Wednesday (Dec.
80) at 4 p. m. to this morning.
Last night's

Chambers Meet
Here On Jan. 14

Harbor District’ Group to

Install Officers
stdi
Contlnulng the custom of

holding the installation dinner-
meeting of the Harbor District
Cl

ed to 12 of an’ Inch the report
stated.

Surprisers Suiprlsed ,

Job Paddock Honored on 90th

‘Birthday at Home in Lomita

Wien a man as popular as Job E. Paddock of Lomita
——i8-90—a—windy-rainy-night-on -his-birthday 1§ 16" bar to|

December 30 when' a score

{riends who want to honor him. That was the case last

or more of Lomitans ‘ten-

dered him a surprise party that _broved-to-be-a- surprise

to most of the guests:” Few of
them knew the others were

though he had a cold. the well-
known id

planning to- call on Padd
but nearly all brought their own
re!rouhments and the resultant
“‘was thoroughly enjoyed
the nonagenarian and his
wall wishers.

. Confined te his bed for the
first_time in many years, Job
Paddock, 90-year-old Lomitan, is
now reported quite ill at his
home. He suffered a heart at-
tack late last week and was or-

“'dered to bed by his physician
Sunday. * ‘All  members of the
Paddock family enjoyed their
first reunion in several years on
that-day and their visit cheered
him greatly, “according ' to his
daughter, Postmaster Birda
. #gaddock, of Lomita, .

On Tuesday, Dec. 20, Paddock
appeared at the Masonic instal-
lation in Lomita to take the of-
‘nca of chaplain of the lodge for

seventh successive time, Al-

~t

to be with his bruther Masons
on that auspicious occasion.
In Lomita 25 Years

Paddock was born in Ohio on
Dec. 80, 1846, but spent his boy-
hood in Wisconsin. He remem-
bers well the blow the nation
felt when Lincoln was assass-
inated, His eyes have seen the
development of nearly eyery-
thing moderns ol today take for
granted, ti ta-

bers: of Ci in Tor-
rance, the annual event this
year—Thursday  evening, Jan.
14,—will be combined with “the
quarterly session of members of
the Torrance Chamber of Com-
merce, The dual meeting will
be held at the Woman's club:
house, beginning at 6:30 o'clock.
Suneryisor , Leland M. Ford
will be the.main speaker and
B. C: Thomas, public relations
representative of ‘the Pacific

“Blectric; Wil be the Stanmng |
officer.” The vetiring leaders of

the Harbor organization are Ray
0. Baldwin, president; .Lofen
Howe, first
Thomas - Blair, second vice-presi-
dent; Hugh B, Johnston, third
vice - president ; Fred - Pymm,
fourth vlccprculdent Irving P,
Austin, vlce'prcslde‘m. Dan L.
Holland, secrefary, and George
P. Larson, ' treasurer,

Make Reservations Now

‘New officers for 1037 are:
Loren Howe, Hawthorne, pres:
—Atty. Irving P. Austin,
Thomas Blair, Redon-
do Bench. Hugh B. Johnston,
Qardena, and B, C. Power, Bell,

fion, communication and com-
mérce, Later he moved to Min.
nesota’ where he married Anna
Hansen, who died 10 years ago.

His father and mother came
from'England with the hosts of
early! settlers who responded to
the prolific advertiging of Ohio
by ocean transportation com-
panles. They met on a vessel
coming oyer from the old coun-

(Continued on Page 8A)

s

vice-pri s; George P, Lar-
sen, West Los Angeles, secre-
tary, and Ray O. Baldwin, Long
Beach, secretary.

vice:presidont; |

All ! 5 F reeholders .Approve Thelr
Work for Better Government;
Citizens Urged to Study Draft

THEIR ‘WORK DONE,

‘o’ pose for these photographs. Later, Judgo Robert F. Lessing, secrétary, was snapped

l‘ Complete Text of City Chal;ter'Will Be Found On Page 5-B

watched Chairman Carleton Bell affix his: signature to thé

of Freeholders shown™above are, rear row, left to rlg'm. Otto Kresse, Jnmen A. Obole, J. Orrin
Bishop, Willlam K. Adolph, Jack O. Boyd and Raymond C. Young, Front row, left to right: Chair-
man Bell, Secretasy Lessing, Mrs. Jane M. “Burger, Mrs. Selma O, Keefer, Charles E. Ackley and
Charles A. Curtiss. Absent when the picturé was taken-were Freeholders Irvin C. Rous nnd

Alden W. Smith.. They signed the proposed Charter lawr

*

Advantages of
Constitutional

Law Reported

By ROBERT F. LESSING
Secretary, Board of ' Freeholders
The proposed charter of the
city of Torrance represents ten
months of careful research and
planning on the part of the 15
persons elected as freeholders
last April. This document did
not just “happen.” Each sec-
tion is the result of a close
examination. of the charters of
nearly every . chartered city in
the  state of - California and a

careful analysis of the leading &

Supreme court relating

Without a. single 'dissent-
ing 'voice, the board' of free:
holders elected April 14, 1936,
to ‘draft a city charter for
Torrance, closéd their 10
months’ . effort Tuesday when
they filed their ‘concise constitu:
tion of organic municipal law
with the city council.

Without delay, that body at
its adjourned meeting author-
iz¢d - publication today of the
charter draft and approved the
date of Tuesday; Mar. 16, for

the specigl munieipal election to :

decide the acceptance of the
chartér form of government,

% —Photo by Haig & Halg
12 of the 15 Frecholders - dehyed _their final sesslon Monday nlght

as
“Charter draft. The jury:] boxhll

Baclcgt‘ound of
Charter Draft
Frankly Told

By CARLETON B. BELL
Chairman, Board of Freeholders

Almost ten months ago you
elected a Board of Freeholders
15 in number, to study muni-
ipal government under a char-
er and to draft a charter suit.
able to the 'peculiar needs of
the city of Torrance. This board

At their Monday
night, the freeholders unani’
mously’ signed the ‘proposed ||

charter and the following day
‘was presented to City Clerk
A. H, Bartlett by Freeholder

to’ the subjects. in" question.
The~reaction of those reading
the document for the first time
will be one”of surprise at its
unusual brevity and simplicity,
But therein lies its strength.
The charter is so ‘designed that
when the electors go to the
polls to ratify it, they will' be
confronted, not with a mass of
confusing questions, but, rather,
with two clearly defined issues:
First, “Shall-Torrance adopt a
charter form of goyernment?'"
and, second, “Shall Torrance
-be-made-into-a-district |
separato from those . of Los

Angeles?""

City Charter A

Ch Carleton B. Bell and
Judge Robert Lessing, secretary
of the board. The 15-member
board had set the date for the
special - election in the churtm
draft, according to law.
Two. Major Features

Thus closed a chapter in Tor-
rance miuinicipal history which,
the will of the people deciding
in about nine weeks, will
change from asixth class city
bound by outmoded state laws
that control small communpities
from 500 population up of ‘any

 pality vgrmng its own constitu-
tion, on - its own 'particu-
lar needs and opportunities for

A number- -of- - other -
were discussed during the meet-
ings of the frecholders, all' of |
rvhlch were of importance, buf

was recognized that if we at-
tempted to go the whole dis:
tance to bliss” in

issues |-

future
That 18" one of the mnjor fea«
_of the proposed city char-
tcr. The_other 18 the creation
of a Torrance clty school dis-
trict. Thus Torrance would be

(Continued on Page T-A)

.board could be termed other

one stride, we would not only
confuse the greater part of the
electorate who have neither the
time nor the inclination to make
an exhaustive study of the law,
but we might also involve the
city in a maze of litigation on
nifitters that are not yet defi:
nitely settled in  the courts.
These matters may - be treated
from time to time by ordinance
or by charter amendments,

To 1 each sep 2 pro-

The Torrance ipal band
will entertain during the - dinner
hour, To assure seating .ar-
rangements and dinner service
(at 76 cents per plate) for all,
reservations = should- be made
with Secretary L. J. Gilmelster
of the local chamber, not later
than Tuesday, Jan. 12,

yision of the charter in the
limited space of one article
would be Impossible and #o 1
will ‘discussg at this time only
the two major issues mentioned
above. .

With respecgt to the first

(Continued on Page 7-A)

'Your Questions . .
PLEASE PUT THEM
IN WRITING . .«

Hd've you any questions
concerning the proposed City
Charter? Send  them In writ:
ing to The Herald or ‘Judge
Robert Lessing and they will
be unawerod in thll news-
paper. C

has now Ats work and
the proposed .charter is ready|®!
for your study and action,

I believey the voters of Tor-
rance should have a- report of
the manner in which the Board
of Freeholders worked and fin-
ally -arrived 'at the conclusions
upon which the proposed .char-
ter was “built. :

None of the members of the

than amateurs in the matter of
charters and the administration
of municipal " affairs, hence lt
was necessary firSt to miké

extensive study of the subject

before an intelligent start could |-

be made on thevtask of draft-
ing a charter, For this study
the entire board was divided in-

Vermant Work
To Widen Road
Starting Soon

. Elimination of the Vermont
avenue ‘bottleneck” in Gardena
is d to .start i di
ately in_order to be completed
in February, according to word
received here this week. - It is
understood “‘that work orders
for the job have been issued by
the Pacific Electric. 3
This. project, costing $31,700,
provides for the enlargement of
‘the narrow highway - between
164th and 166th" streets.
tire crew of workmen is to be
moved directly from a -similar
project in Hawthorne to’ Gar-
dena upon completion of the
Hawthorne improvement.

The work orders for the Gar-

_dena_project 'call for approxi-
‘| mately 30 days to_be spent

on
the job of lowering P. E. tracks
and paving: the widened portion
of the avente:

Amateur Contest
Series of Shows

'Begins Jan. 22

An “amateur contest” to end
all “amateur contests” was an-
nounced today by the Torrance
Recreation department. This
will consist of three preliminary
free shows a month apart at
the clvic ‘auditorium and a gala
presentation of the winners in
an  April - entertainment when
the Torrance Retail’*Merchants’
Assoclation will donate the cash

of ‘the whole project. s

‘Registrations will bé taken
for the three ‘“‘warm-up” shaws,
the first to be held Jan. 22, at
The “Herald office by a repre-
sentative  of the Recreation de-
partment on Tuesday and Fri-
day afternoons from 2 to 4:30
o'clock. There will be no restrjc-
tion on the acts other than the
reservation that the sponsors
will arrange balanced programs
for each. of the three prelimi-
nary entertainments and no con-
testant may appear in two
shows except theé finalists.

Talent of any description is
‘wanted ‘and the contest is open
to all residents of Tortance. and
vicinity, * All ‘of the shows will
be free to_the public.

Abrams Rigging for
Qil Test Wé I-Here:

John Abrams and assoclates
of Los Angeles are rigging for
an- initial “test- in the southwest
area near Dearborn Oil's pro-
ducer. in the Torrance field.
Hunt Oil company, near by, isin
oll zone in its redrill of an old
Fullerton,Oil hole at 4,300 feet.
Chanslor-CanficldMidway is
starting to . deepen ~another  of
its Del Amo wells in the same
territory.

awards to the three best acts|

'cmc. BUlLDlN,G_v
BIDS TOO HIGH

OFFICIALS SAY

Alternate Construction to Be
Recommended to the
City -Council

. Sevenn  bids, ranging from
$23,350 to $29,986, were received
by the city council at its ‘ad-
journed meeting Tuesday night
for the. construction of-the-pro-
posed civic administrative build-
ing ‘ adjoining the clvi¢. -audi-
torium on El" Prado.

““But”the offers were consider-
ably higher than estimates of
the work by City Engineer
Frank R. Leonard and Archi-
toet P. A Eisen. They had fig-
ured the building would cost
about $17,;000 and not over
$18,000 on a basis of $4.to $4.50
per' square foot.

As a result of the Wwide dis-
crepancy, Mayor W. H. Stanger
said yesterday that he would
welcome a recommendation from
the city 'engineer to throw out
all bids and call for new esti-
mates:

- Concrete ‘Instead of. Steel

“I ‘believe we should ' amend
the spetifications to include an
alternate of reinforced concrete
construction instead of the
specified steel under the orig-
ipal plans,” Stanger’ said. “We
cannot build the structure with
any of the present bids  be-
cause our PWA allocation to-
ward the cost will' not permit
anything over $18,000."

“We are going, through the
bids carefully to determine just
where the ‘bugs’ are,”” Engineer
Leonard said. “The bid prices
were 'way over our estimates
and considerably higher than
the cost per foot of the other
new civic center buildings. We

hintend. to find out where the

proposed - administration build-
ing  costs -have advanced and
eliminate factors which have
caused this increase.”
A large number of _contrac-
(Continued on Page. --A)

Rotary Goveinor
To Address Club

At their first meeting of thé
New Year, members of the Tor-
rance Rotdry club will be hon-
ored tonight ‘with a visit by
Marshall DeMotte, district gov-
ernor.
tri-city event, with Rotariaps
from ‘Redondo and Hermosa
Beach clubs present to welcome
the new governor.

President Charles . V. Jones
has arranged a splendid pro-
gram for the occasion, Bunola
Kay will make a return appear-
ance as entertainer as a guest
of Mme. Teala Billini, and Gov-
ernor DeMotte will give an im-
portant address.

Plan ',Pr‘eéidentfs Ball

Torrance and Gardena to Unite
For Riviera Festivities, Jan, 30.

‘The session will be a |

ki
4
i

0 several committees and spe-
cific phases of municipal gov-
ernment assigned to each for
study and report back to the
board. ¥
¢ - Eliminate Vﬂrblugo

At least 90 percent of the
time takbn in preparing the
charter for presentation to you
was given over to this study of
the subject and the presenta-
tion by the different conimittees
of proposed sections and their
dlsc.usslon and adoption or re-
[“Jection by the board. More than| ¢
a . score of charters of other
California cities were studied
and desirable features taken
from them, their mistakes also
-profited by. In this way a ten-
tative charter of approximately
200 pages -was accumulated
which, .in the opinion of most
of+ tho members of the board,

are also Invited by The Her-
ald and these will be pub.
lished as space perniits, The
proposed Charter Is concise,
clear and to the point. “Let-
ters to the Editor” should be
the same.

d many 1
tures.

It is a common trait of hu'
'man nature, including boards of
freeholders, to "wish to Tleave
behind - them monuments of
words such as this to mark their

o

fea-

‘Pance so-that -hundreds may watk;
inviting millions of Americans to .enjoy the fourth annual
President’s Ball that will be held in every. city, town and
hamlet thruout the natioh, Saturday night, Jan. 80.
Torrance and* Ga.rdena. jointly, will hokl their festiyities

is~the-apt slogamn

on President

jera clubhouse that’ night.
Once ' again, hundreds here

will throng that'beautiful center

paying ‘their $1 per,couple to
enjoy the music of Graff's or-

chestra or ‘play cards with

trlend.s, neighbors and trland&

so that

aralysis mny be fought *with
helr admission fees, For the
third year, 70 percent of the
proceeds will remain in this
area for treating local victims
of that dread disease, while the
remaining 30 percent will go to
a national foundation headed by
the President (nr continued re-

Tlcketn for the President’s
ball will go on sale in many
stores here and in Gardena Bat-
urday, according to Mrs. Harry

-56the
birthday at the Hollywood Riv-

pected to distribute blocs of
tickets eamong their member-
ships. Announcemenf will - be
made riext Thursday of ‘the pa-
trons and patronesses for the
ball at Hollywood Riviera.
There will be card games for
those who do not desire to
dance and a $5 door prize will
be awarded. Mrs, Higgins Is be-
ing assisted by the following
committee in arranging for the
Torrance - Gardena festivities:
Mrs. Harry Dolley, treasurer;
Mrs, Alfred W, Johnson, secre-
tary; Mrs. Robert Lewellen and
Mrs. Emma Quaggin, ticket
committee; Mr. and Mrs. James
R. Wilkes, cards; Sam Levy.
master of ceremanies,
Grover C. Whyte, publlofty.

It is d that Lomita

U. Higgins, general chal of
the event for the second year,

(Co) on Page 7T-A)

Lodges, service~¢clubs, and wom-

rog

will hold its own President's
ball this year,

en’s organizations are also exs

p—




